It sits there, broading, like some
sulking schoolboy not allowed ro
play with his friends when he knows
he could be the hest striker on the
pitch. Sporting a rear wing that
makes the fearsome Pikes Peak
Quattro E2 look tame and featuring
curves which wouldn't have looked
out of place on a Group C sports-
prototype, this was to have been
Audi’s rallying future. A quiet
corner of the company’s muscum in
Ingolstadt houses this defiant stare-
ment from the same engineers who
had brought such magic to the
(Quattro brand in the first place.
This was their answer to the
& Peugeot 205 Turba 16 and Lancia
# Delta 84 - or rather it could have
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been. That is because the Group S
Prototype is a car that was created
against the wishes of the VIW-Audi
board, away from the official work-
shops in Ingolstadtand, if rumours
are to bhe believed, without the
knowledge of Ferdinand Piech, then
the chairman of Audi. It's known as
the Group S Prototype because it
never had an official name. Because
the car never officially existed.
Audi’s attempts at mid-engined
rally cars were as badly needed as
they were secretive. The German
manufacturer had stolen a march
when it sneaked the four-wheel-
drive Quattro in under the rule-
makers' radar in 1980 and changed
the sport’s history. But within four
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A sportscar? No. It's a lost Audi rally car once shrouded in secrecy. Espionage by John Mcliroy

vears the idea of hanging the five-
cylinder, turbocharged engine out
over the front axle was looking
increasingly old hat. Peugeot had
the nimble mid-engined 205 T16 at
its disposal, and on its day even
the rear-wheel-drive mid-engined
Lancia 037 could give the Quattroa
hloody nose. The mid-engined Delta
54, with rurbo and supercharging,
was already in development.

Even as the marque secured the
manufacturers’ title in 1982, Audi
team manager Roland Gumpert was
aware that the Quattro would soon
be fighting a losing battle. He knew
that the advance of the mid-engined
layout could leave the Audis just as
exposed as their two-wheel-drive

strong, but the weight distribution
and the handling. So the easiest way
to correct this was to create a short-
er car. That was the Sport Quattro.”

To call the Sport Quattro a quick
fix would be inaccurate - becavse
itdidn’t fixmuch. Improved power
output mated to a nervous, twitchy
chassis made for a real handful,
and there was still plenty of under-
steer in slower corners. In fact it
could be argued that the 1984
world champion, wily Swede Stig
Blomqvist, did his title prospects
no harm at all by sticking with
the longer wheelbase of the ‘old’
Quattro A2 and avoiding teething
troubles and lively handling as
he racked up points.

‘The engineers in Ingolstadt had
always suspected thata more radical
solution would be required, how-
ever, “If the Sport Quattro was the
first answer,” says Gumpert, “the
second one was that in the longer
term it could only be mid-engined.
So we started work almost at the
same time, and by late 1984 we had
aphysical car ready to run.”

Audi’s superstar driver Walter
Rahrl was equally keen to have a car
that could compete with the sport’s
emerging talents, “We'd known for
some time that the Sport Quattro
was good on fast straights and fast
corners,” he says, “but the problem
was the tight, slow corners - we had
way too much understeer because
there was too much weight in front
of the axle. We saw from Peugeot
that we needed to go mid-engined.”

But by this point Audi Sport was
not just under pressure on the
stages. Audi had staked its reputa-
tion on the Quattro concept and
it would mean a major backerack
in marketing terms to admit that
ﬁ'ﬂﬂ{'-ungiﬂc(l w'.l.sn't gi}‘l(l E'[Nlllgh
for competition. And although
Piech gave tacit approval for the
project, he didn't exactly go running
to the VW-Audi board with a set of
blueprints. Accordingly the car
would have to he developed under
previously unseen levels of security.

To achieve this Gumpert turned
to the Cold War - or communist
Czechoslovakia to be precise,

Situated nearly 200 miles south of
Prague and conveniently behind the
Iron Curtain, the Desna test facility
near Zlin had originally been con-
ceived for Porsche, but with Audi
ready to hankroll it further it
became the unofficial home of the
mid-cngi ned Sp(:-rt Qu:ltlrl':. Cars
shipped in erates marked ‘Kenya
test’ - to keep even the factory spies
and mechanics guessing - began
turning up in 1985, often alongside
what would become the fully-
winged Sport Quattro E2. And in
return for the hard currency the
locals constructed permanent work-
shops and obeyed police instruc-
tions to keep quiet. “I had a few
good [riends there,” says Gumpert,
“and the moment we went across
the horder we knew we were safe,
We knew there wouldn't be any
photographers or journalists hiding
in the bushes.” Iis confidence was
well-placed - the Desna shots print-

rivals had been two years earlier,

“When all the other competitors
were coming with mid-engin
cars designed only for rallying it
seemed to me, as an engineer, to be
unfair,” says Gumpert., “We had
created a rally concept that was
based on a front-engined road ca
and it was now being compared to
real, pure, mid-engined race ca
From a technical point of view they!
had to be quicker.

“We had some discussions in
1983 about which way we should go
next but Ferdinand Piech wanted us
to further develop the concept that
was linked to the road car. The
biggest problem with the Quattrg
was not the engine, which was very
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