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Bertone s Lancia Stratos
. . prototype breaks covérl
~We grab an exclusive drive. and _é

By TN a fascmatmg story
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switches on full blast. And for a s

honestly, genuinely think my jaw does _
literally drop. What colour am | supposed to call that?
Fluorescent Face-Slap Red, maybe, it jumps up and
smacks you like a cold, wet towel across the mouth. Or
Day-Glo Punk Orange. Whatever it is, the luminescent
matt finish makes the gorgeous shiny crimson car next
door that looked so sexy when parked around the
corner seem now the teeniest bit, well...underdressed.

Not fair, of course; this neon dart is the Stratos to
upstage every other Stratos ever made. This is the first
of the breed, the original Marcello Gandini prototype
that determined what a Stratos would be, and it’s only
right it should have been painted in hues to shock the
senses. The entire Stratos adventure was an exercise
in confronting the conventional from the very start.

Or from before the start. Lancia didn’t conceive the
Stratos idea, or even commission it, not in the
traditional manner. They didn't, in fact, actually know it
was being developed. The whole thing came about
because work was slowing down for the production
arm of Carrozzeria Bertone in the late ‘6os, and Nuccio
Bertone thought he sniffed an opportunity to sell

LANCIA STRATOS

it was all done or
clandestinely buying
from a friend. ,

By the time Gandini was finished, nothing of the
Fulvia was left save the engine and gearbox, but when
the ultra-low, ultra-wedged, mid-engined Project Zero
concept car was shown at the 1970 Turin show, it
certainly did get Lancia's attention. After Nuccio
caused yet another stir by taking the Zero to a
presentation at Lancia headquarters under its own
steam - and according to legend, negotiating the main
gate traffic barrier by simply driving under it - Lancia
gave Bertone the go-ahead in early 1971 to produce a
practical prototype which, unlike the Miura, would be
all Gandini's, top to bottom.

That would be the car we're viewing now, the car
that was not only paraded boldly befare motor show
press and public at Turin, and at Geneva as well, but
also served as development mule for both the road-




going Stratos HF posing beside it and the rally cars
that took Lancia to three consecutive World
Championships. It’s worth emphasising, toe, that this is
indeed the first real, legitimate Stratos. The driveable
but wildly unusable Bertone Zero did come to be called
the Stratos Zero, but the two cars shared nothing

except engine location and a poetic name insiders say
was in truth nicked at the last minute from a model
airplane kit left in the Bertone design studio.
Furthermore, both the concept car and prototype
had considerably different long-term fortunes. Project
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Zero, its mission accomplished the moment Lancia
executives sucked in breath and said “hmm”, was soon
retired in the usual fashion of its ilk to Bertone's stash
of yesterday's news, and except for a reappearance of
its overall lines in the Countach, also drawn by Gandini,
that was pretty well that,

The prototype, following an active and apparently
eventful working career (judging by the crinkles still
visible in the subframes) found its way into the Lancia
company museum, done up in Marlboro promational
colours, and in 1993 was rather amazingly press-

ABOVE: Wheel design is
unique to the protoype, so
too the bold Dayglo paint

BELOW: Stylish rear lights
were lost in favour of stock
items from the parts bin
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