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ANCIA’S IMAGE varies enormously from one enthusiast to

another. To anyone who avoids Italiancars, they're parkedin

the same cliché-filled category as Alfa Romeo, Fiat and other

exotic marques whose main characteristics are rust, good

looks, performance and unreliability. Even to many
enthusiasts of Ttalian car fans they’re often thought of as Alfas for
middle-aged men or thinly disguised luxury Fiats - a misapprehension
stemming from decades of Fiat ownership when engines and body
platforms were sometimes shared. But find yourself a third kind of
enthusiast - someone who actually owns a classic Lancia — and you’ll get
adifferent viewaltogether.

Theyknow the truth. Theyunderstand the extraordinary engineering
heritage; how so many Lancia models weren’t just ahead of other Italian
cars but ahead of any other cars in the world. They can tell you about the
comfort, the sure-footed roadholding, the reliability and often the high
performance. Or at least they can try - but it seems the rest of the world
won'’t listen. Many owners shrug and offer a resigned smile if you ask
why more people don’t fall under the Lancia spell. It would be nice if the
marque’s cars were more widely appreciated, but if they have to remain
our little secret... well, so be it.

Mind you, the secret could be getting out - prices for some Lancias
have rocketed. But fortunately other models still offer the smartest
choice in many segments of the classic car market. How many? Get set
for a surprise — we've gathered seven cars for this celebration of the
marque,

The Lambda of 1922 was the first great Lancia, with such forward-
looking design - monocoque construction, independent front
suspension — that for well over a decade nothing else of significance
came close. The Aprilia of 1937 was shaped with the aid of a wind tunnel
and used all-independent suspension, and we still haven’t got to the
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Unitary construction means occupants sit inside a Lambda rather than perch on top

post-war era: the Aurelia that replaced it in 1950, with a V6 engine and a
four-speed, all-synchomesh transaxle; and the Flaminia that appeared
from 1956 as both an imposing saloon and various two-door coupés,
some capable of 130mph. After that the Fiat takeover should have spelt
the end of interesting Lancias. Not so. The mid-engined Stratos was
born, rapidly becoming a two-time World Rally Championship winner.

Mid-mounted engines were tried again in 1975, with a raid on the
Lancia Beta parts bin creating the Montecarlo. Finally, areturn to rally
weapons with the Integrale, whose four-wheel drive and potent
turbocharger brought more off-road success and a cult following,

Each of these seven has its rivals in today’s classic market, but a little
studyis enough to turn anyone’s eye towards joining the ranks of Lancia
owners. Beware though: you’ll need a strong constitution to avoid
phoning your bank before the end of the article - classic Lancias really
are that beguiling.











































