Scuderia del Grifone

Gold
Standard

The livery of this
prominent Italian rally
team appears in the UK
for the first time on a
newly restored Lancia 037
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The closing down of Abarth and the decision by Fiat
that official participation in rallying should stop
resulted in a change of direction for Grifone. Unlike
Christophoro Colombo, they locked east and forged
links with Team Toyota, running Celicas and later
Corolla WRCs, these latter being handled by Marco
Tempestini as well as ex-integrale men Andrea Aghini
and Piero Longhi.

After using Peugeot 206 WRC cars, a reflection of
the past has occurred with the low-key return to
rallying by Fiat with the Punto Super 2000, as well as
the continuation of the Tabaton and Bettega names as
sons Luca and Alessandro have tried their hand with
Grifone.

Lancia 037 chassis 412 first came into the UK when
arch Italian rally car enthusiast Mick Wood bought it at
auction ‘on a flyer’. He oversaw its restoration to
competition standards and took it to many rally-retro
events. “It's the ultimate hooligan's car. Just so quick...”
he told me, but he had bigger projects in his mind so he
sold it to current owner Rob Whitehouse. After a lot of
research into the car's history, the net result was very
little as is so common with Italian competition cars but
a chance comment from someone led to the discovery
that 412 should have been the car acquired by Grifone

BELOW: Tabaton and
Tedeschini drove their
battle-scarred 037 to
fourth place overall at
Sanremo in 1984




for Fabrizio Tabaton to use during the 1984 season.
Thus Rob has had the classic Olio Fiat livery re-applied.

One of the most important features of the Group B
rallying rules were that upgraded Evolution cars was
allowed each year, to enable manufacturers to
incorporate improvements to keep the cars
competitive on the world's rally stages, at the rate of
10% of the total production. To be eligible for the
category, 200 cars capable of being driven on the road
had to be built; so, for each Evolution, 2o examples
needed to be constructed. The first Evolution was
homologated on August 1st 1982 and ran through to
January 1st 1984 when Evolution 2 appeared. Evoi cars
were built in the chassis number category of 300 to
320 and Evoz cars were from 400 to 420 and yes, of
course, there were variations on this.

In terms of competition, the 037 died internationally,
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along with all other Group B cars, on December 31st
1986 but thanks to initiatives by the Slowly Sideways
group and others, we are able to see and hear these
fabulous cars once again.

Rob Whitehouse: “The 037 is a car that inspires great
confidence, both in driving and engineering terms... It
has instant torgue from about 4ooorpm and always has
power for any occasion... The gearbox is quick and the
brakes superb.”

In short, Ing Sergio Limone’s ‘baby’ achieved exactly
what Fiat required of it. It took the 1083 World Rally
Championship for Constructors from under Audi's nose
and went on to win many other prestigious rally
championships throughout the world. Job done.

This feature includes extracts from Lancia 037. The
development and rallying history by Peter Collins.
Published by Veloce in February 2008.[.1|
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