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CLASSIC SUPERCAR A-Z
SANDRO MUNARI: RALLYING FOR LANCIA
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team’s preferential

treatment of its home-

grown star, Sandro

! Munari was the number-
one exponent of the
Ferrari V6 mid-engined
Stratos and a deserving
international rallying
champion in the years
before there was an
official World Drivers’
Championship.

Left and above: Nowadays he works for
Lamborghini but nearly all through his

rally career Munari was a Lancia team
driver.

n his heyday, Sandro Munari could have been the There's no doubt that the combination of Munari, plus the
I prototype for the ideal Italian sporting hero. Italy’s  astonishing mid-engined Lancia Stratos, all backed by seem-

top rally driver in the 1970s, Munari was stocky but  ingly unlimited amounts of money, was almost irresistible in
stylish, handsome, dressed well, was flamboyant rallying for several years. Team manager Cesare Fiorio
and articulate and - above all - he was a spectacular per- thought that Sandro Munari was the best rally dniver in the

Below: Many of former in Lancia's most spectacular rally car world - and said so inseveral interviews - and it was difficultto
Munari’s best drives At a ime when the average ‘works' driver wore casual deny this when faced by the record of other stars such as
were in this car, the clothes in a rally car, and didn'l think too muc ispublic  Makinen, Mikkola, Waldegard and Alen.

Lancia Stratos, with appearances when out of it, Munari was the complete oppo-

this navigator, Mario R R S APl ¢ Tialis
y sile. Style-conscious sponsors, ltahar
Mannucci. Indeed, the 7 Relah E £

rally in which he's . Marlboro and Alitalia, were very im
seen here, on his San personable Sandro, and he clearly relished ¢

mpanies  Most successful team leader
sed by the Munari
himelight the right time. b

certainly the right driver, in the right car, at

lot only did he have (in horse-racing terms) a

Remo ‘home ground’, From 1972 to 1977 Munari was easily the most success good seat’, but he fitted easily into the confined cockpit of the I
was the setting for Italian rally driver, on Stratos. Unlike most other drivers of the period - Markku Alen |
several of his finest quite obviously the fi Valter Rohrl in particular - he did not have 1o fold himself

’;f:ﬁ;’:ﬂﬁ;' A %‘g‘; of the pericd. For rallying’s histonians, h

and 1974. This picture ing doubt aboul the level of his skills
shows him on the 1974
event.

and overc comfort to win; for Munari
f n ideal size — probably because it had been |
designed around him in the first place

In 13 years, from his works debut on the 1966 Monte Carlo
















